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- H.E. Mr. YIM Chhay Ly, Deputy Prime Minister, Chairman of the Council for
Agricultural and Rural Development and High Representative of Samdech Akka Moha
Sena Padei Techo HUN Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia

- H.E. Dr. CHAN Sarun, Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries,

- H.E. Mr. SBONG Sarath, Governor of Preah Sihanouk Province,

- Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It isagreat pleasure for me to attend today’ s inauguration ceremony of the Project for
Construction of Marine Aquaculture Research and Development Center (MARDeC) financed
by the Grant Aid of the Government of Japan.

First of al, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to His Excellency Mr. YIM
Chhay Ly, Deputy Prime Minister, Chairman of the Council for Agricultural and Rural
Development and High Representative of Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN

Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodiafor his high presence.

The fisheries sector in Cambodia represents an integral part of rura livelihoods as
well as magjor contributor to the national economy and food security. Seafood is widely used
for the Cambodian cooking and it is also an important source of protein for Cambodian

people. However, increasing demand for marine resources has been putting pressure on



natural resources. There is also some concern on fish diseases originated from imported fish
seeds. Therefore, there is a strong need for the development of marine aguaculture in order to

ensure sustainable marine fishery resources.

In response to the request of the Government of the Kingdom of Cambodia, the
Government of Japan has provided the grant aid of 931 million yen, equivalent to USD 10
million, to construct the Marine Aquaculture Research and Development Center (MARDEeC).
This Center consists of buildings for fish broodstock, hatchery and breeding with the
production capacity of 400,000 aguaculture seeds each year and a research laboratory.

The Center will develop marine aguaculture in Cambodia through the research
activities of basic marine aquaculture technology, the training of operators and other
stakeholders as well as the production and distribution of aquaculture seeds. | strongly hope
that MARDeC will promote marine aguaculture among the people in coasta areas and

contribute to the conservation of the coastal fisheries environment.

In addition to the MARDeC project, Japanese Government is also providing technical
assistance for the improvement of freshwater aquaculture in Pursat, Battambang and Siem
Reap Provinces through the training of aquaculture farmers. | hope that Japanese assistance
for both marine and freshwater aquaculture will improve the livelihoods of the peoplein rural

and coastal areas and increase the supply of fishery products for Cambodian people.

Lastly, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to all the people who contributed
to the smooth completion of this Project and | hope that this Center will remain as a symbol

of the long-lasting friendship between Japan and the Kingdom of Cambodia.

Thank you for your attention.
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