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Speech by Mr. MISUMI Takahito,

Chargé d'affaires a.i. at the Embassy of Japan in Cambodia,
at the Grant Contract Signing Ceremony for Grassroots Projects
2 October 2026

Good morning and welcome to the Embassy of Japan.

First of all, please allow me to recognize the presence of;
- Dr. Chay Chim, Director of the Department of Agro-Industry at the
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries,
- Mr. Try Sopheak, Director of the Kratie Provincial Department of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries,

- Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

It is my great pleasure to host this signing ceremony today for the
grant contract that is being implemented through the KUSANONE Grant
Assistance for Grassroots Projects scheme. I would like to express my
gratitude to Dr. Chay Chim, and all of the other distinguished

participants for their presence here today.

Since 1991, the Government of Japan has provided KUSANONE
Grant Assistance to Cambodia in order to directly support local
authorities and NGOs in the implementation of their projects.
KUSANONE literally means “grassroots” in Japanese. Over the past 35
years, the Embassy of Japan has contributed to more than 700 projects
across Cambodia through this scheme. I am pleased that these projects
are directly contributing to an improvement in the quality of life of

Cambodian people at the grassroots level.

Now, let me introduce the project that we have just signed for.



This project will be implemented by the Kratie Provincial
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, with the grant from
the Government of Japan up to US$164,269 (one hundred and sixty four
thousand, two hundred and sixty nine US dollars). With this project,
three warehouses and drying yards will be constructed and three
moisture testers will be installed at three agricultural cooperatives in
Kratie province. These facilities and equipment will enable about 500
cooperative members to improve the post-harvest processing of cashew
nuts, thereby increasing the volume of cashew nuts available for sale
while also contributing to the further development of the agricultural

sector.

I have just recently arrived in Cambodia about a month ago, and am
surprised by the momentum of Cambodia’s rapid development. At the
same time, I have also learned that there are still various challenges to be
addressed in order to further improve the people’s quality of life. Japan
will continue to address these challenges through various ODA schemes,
including this KUSANONE project.

Last, but not least, I wish everyone present here today good health
and happiness, and I also wish for the further development of the

friendship between Japan and Cambodia.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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Japan Provides US$164.,269
for Construction of Warehouses and Drying Yards,
and Installation of Moisture Testers
for Kratie Agricultural Cooperatives

The Government of Japan will provide a grant of US$164,269 for Kratie Provincial
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries under the framework of the Grant
Assistance for Grassroots Projects (“KUSANONE ). The Grant Contract was signed today
between Mr. MISUMI Takahito, Chargé d'affaires a.i. of the Embassy of Japan in Cambodia,
and the representative of the recipient, for implementation of the following project.

‘The Project for the Improvement of Post-Harvest Operation of Cashew Nut in Kratie
Province’ (US$164.269)

Recipient: Kratie Provincial Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

The grant will be utilized to fund the construction of three warehouses and drying yards,
along with the installation of three moisture testers, at three agricultural cooperatives in Kratie
province. These facilities and equipment will enable the cooperative members to improve the
post-harvest processing of cashew nuts, thereby increasing the volume of cashew nuts
available for sale, and contributing to further development of the agricultural sector.

Japan’s “KUSANONE” Projects commenced in Cambodia in 1991 to support Cambodia’s
reconstruction and development at the grassroots level. The assistance aims to safeguard
vulnerable individuals affected by factors such as poverty and/or misfortunes that directly
threaten their lives, livelihood and dignity, while also fostering self-reliance within local
communities. Since 1991, the Government of Japan has provided over US$72 million for
mainly local authorities and non-governmental organizations to implement over 700
KUSANONE projects across Cambodia.

Embassy of Japan in Cambodia

Tel: 023-217-161
Email: eco.jon@pp.mofa.go.jp

Website: htto/www.kh.emb-japan.go.jp
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