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Speech by H.E. Mr. UENO Atsushi,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to the Kingdom of Cambodia,
at the Grant Contract Signing Ceremony for the Grassroots Human Security Projects
6 February 2026

- Your Excellency Mr. Taing Phengrithy, Under Secretary of State at the
Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training,
- Mr. DIM Ny, Deputy Govemor of Mondulkiri Province,
- Mr. KOR Kim An, Director of the Mondulkiri Provincial Training Center,
- Mr. LAY Sothy, Acting Director of the Banteay Meanchey Provincial

Department of Water Resources and Meteorology,

- Distinguished guests, ladies, and gentlemen,

Good moming, and welcome to the Embassy of Japan. I am pleased to be
hosting this signing ceremony today for the grant contract that is being
implemented through the KUSANONE Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human

Security Projects scheme.

At the outset, please allow me to briefly touch upon the border dispute between
Cambodia and Thailand. The Government of Japan and I, personally, welcome
the 2™ ceasefire agreement and the safe return of the 18 Cambodian soldiers
before the end of last year. The Government of Japan will continue to undertake
various initiatives to support further de-escalation of tensions and to provide a
wide range of assistance.

Now back to today’s agenda, the Government of Japan has been providing
KUSANONE in Cambodia since 1991 in order to directly assist local authorities



and NGOs with the implementation of their projects. KUSANONE literally
means “ grassroots in Japanese and, over the last 30 plus years, the Embassy of
Japan has contributed to over 700 projects across Cambodia through the
KUSANONE scheme. We are pleased that these projects are directly contributing
to an improvement in the quality of life for the Cambodian people at a grassroots

level.
I'would now like to introduce the projects that we have just signed for.

For the first project, which will be implemented by the Banteay Meanchey

Provincial Department of Water Resources and Meteorology, the Government of
Japan is providing US$220,216 (two hundred and twenty thousand, two hundred
and sixteen US dollars) to rehabilitate irrigation facilities in Banteay Meanchey
Province. This project will contribute to the stable supply of agricultural water for
more than 6,000 residents across 6 villages, thereby improving agricultural
productivity and enhancing the quality of life of local residents. In addition, it is
expected to support agricultural employment opportunities for Cambodian people
who have retumed from Thailand as a result of the border situation between
Cambodia and Thailand.

For the second project, which will be implemented by the Mondulkiri

Provincial Training Center, the Government of Japan is providing US$81,688
(eighty one thousand, six hundred and eighty eight US dollars) to construct a
dormitory for female students and provide new vocational training equipment.
The dormitory facilities will provide female students with a comfortable place to
stay and the new equipment will give all the students the opportunity to learn the
kinds of vocational skills that will help them to find work after graduation.



I am pleased to have observed Cambodia’s rapid development in recent years.
However, I also recognize that there are still various challenges to be addressed in
order to further improve people’s quality of life. Under the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership, Japan will continue to contribute to the addressing of these
challenges through various ODA schemes, including KUSANONE.

Last, but not least, I wish everyone present here today good health and
happiness and I also wish for the further development of the friendship between
Japan and Cambodia.

Thank you very much for your attention.



EMBASSY OF JAPAN
IN THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA

PRESS RELEASE
No. 05PR-26/Eol 6 February 2026

Japan Provides US$301,904
for Irrigation Facility Rehabilitation,
the Construction of a Dormitory for Female Students
and the Installment of VVocational Training Equipment

The Government of Japan will provide a total of US$301,904 to two recipient organizations
under the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects (“KUSANONE?™)
framework. The Grant Contracts for the following two projects were signed today by H.E. Mr.
UENO Atsushi, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to the Kingdom of
Cambodia, and the representatives of the two recipient organizations.

1. ‘Project for the Rehabilitation of Ou Srolao Chhrom Irrigation Facilities in Banteay
Meanchey Province’ (US$220.216)

Recipient: Banteay Meanchey Provincial Department of Water Resources and Meteorology

This grant will be used to rehabilitate existing irrigation facilities where reservoir functionality
is currently inadequate. This area is drought-prone during the dry season because the irrigation
infrastructure doesn’t capture and store an adequate amount of water during the rainy season.
Moreover, there is no sluice gate in the most appropriate location for one. This has made it
more difficult to efficiently distribute water to agricultural fields. Through the improvement of
irrigation facilities, the project is expected to secure a stable supply of agricultural water
throughout the year and benefit more than 6,000 local residents, including those who have

returned from Thailand as a result of the border conflicts between Cambodia and Thailand.

2. ‘Project for the Construction of a Female Student Dormitory and the Installment of

Vocational Training Equipment at Mondulkiri Provincial Training Center’ (US$81.688)

Recipient: Mondulkiri Provincial Training Center

This grant will be used to construct a dormitory for female students and provide vocational
training equipment. The dormitory will provide female students with a comfortable place to
stay and the new equipment will give all of the students the opportunity to learn the kinds of
vocational skills that will help them to find work after graduation. This project will, therefore,



lead to an improvement in the standard of living for the residents in the area.

Japan’s “KUSANONE” Projects started in Cambodia in 1991 with the aim of supporting
Cambodia’s reconstruction and development at the grassroots level. The “KUSANONE”
assistance projects aim to protect those who are vulnerable as a result of factors, such as poverty
and/or misfortune, that are directly threatening their lives, livelihoods, and dignity. The
“KUSANONE?” assistance also focusses on developing the self-reliance of local communities.
Since 1991, the Government of Japan has provided over US$72 million, mainly to local
authorities and non-governmental organizations, to assist them with the implementation of over
700 KUSANONE projects throughout Cambodia.

Embassy of Japan in the Kingdom of Cambodia
Tel: 023-217-161
Email: eco.jpn@pp.mofa.go.jp

Website: http.//www.kh.emb-japan.go.jp
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