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Speech by H.E. Mr. UENO Atsushi,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to the Kingdom of Cambodia,
at the Grant Contract Signing Ceremony for Grassroots Human Security Projects
21 February 2025
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- H.E. Mr. Ek Sonnchan, Director of Cambodian Rural Water Association,
Minister attached to Prime Minister,
- Your Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies, and gentlemen,

Good moming, and welcome to the Embassy of Japan. I am pleased to host
this signing ceremony for the grant contracts being implemented through
KUSANONE, Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects, today.

Since 1991, the Government of Japan has been providing KUSANONE in
Cambodia in order to directly assist local authorities and NGOs who are
implementing projects. KUSANONE literally means “‘grassroots” in Japanese. In
the last 30 plus years, the Embassy of Japan has contributed to nearly 700 projects
across Cambodia through  this scheme. We are pleased that these projects are
directly contributing to improvement in the quality of life of Cambodian people at
the grassroots level.

I would now like to briefly explain the outline of the project that we have just
signed.

The Government of Japan will provides US$243,450 (two hundred and
forty-three thousand, four hundred and fifty US dollars) to the Cambodian Rural
Water Association for the installation of water supply system in 2 villages in

a vy K ¥ L T U

Kampong Khleang commune, Siem Reap province. It is expected that



approximately 2,300 people living in the area will have access to affordable clean
water and adequate sanitation, which will contribute to the improvement in their

living standard.

Water supply is one of the flagship areas of cooperation by Japan to Cambodia.
Last year in Japan, a well-known documentary TV program made by NHK was
broadcasted. It featured our cooperation on water supply and highlighted H.E. Mr.
Ek Sonnchan’s strong will to make drinkable water accessible to the people in
Cambodia. This documentary impressed many people in Japan.

Despite the rapid economic growth of Cambodia, I also recognize that there
are still various challenges to be addressed in order to improve people’s quality of
life. Japan will continue to contribute to solving these challenges using various
ODA schemes, including KUSANONE.

Last, but not least, I wish everyone present here today good health and
happiness and I also wish for the further development of the friendship between

Japan and Cambodia.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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Japan Provides US$243,450
for Installation of Water Supply System

The Government of Japan will provide US$243,450 for a recipient organization under the
framework, the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects (“KUSANONE” ).
The Grant Contracts were signed today between H.E. Mr. UENO Atsushi, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to the Kingdom of Cambodia, and the representative
of the recipient, to carry out the following project.

‘The Project for the Installation of Water Supply System at 2 Villages in Kampong Khleang
Commune, Siem Reap Province’ (US$243,450)

Recipient: Cambodian Rural Water Association

In this project, water supply system will be constructed and approximately 8§ km water
distribution networks will be installed at 2 villages in Kampong Khleang Commune in Siem

Reap Province. Most of the people living in this area have difficulty accessing to safe drinking
water and are facing health risks due to the lack of water supply facility within the commune.
Through this project, more than 2,300 people will have access to affordable clean water and
adequate sanitation, which will contribute to the improvement in their living standards.

Japan’s “KUSANONE"” Projects started in Cambodia in 1991 in order to support Cambodia’s
reconstruction and development at the grassroots level. The assistance aims to protect those
who are vulnerable due to various factors such as poverty and/or misfortunes that directly
threaten their lives, livelihood, and dignity, as well as to promote self-reliance of local
communities. Since 1991, the Government of Japan has provided over US$71 million for
mainly local authorities and non-governmental organizations to implement 700 KUSANONE
projects throughout Cambodia.

Embassy of Japan in the Kingdom of Cambodia
Tel: 023-217-161, fax: 023-214-330
Email: eco.jpn@pp.mofa.go.jp

Website: http://www.kh.emb-japan.go.jp
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