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Speech by H.E. Mr. UENO Atsushi,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to the Kingdom of Cambodia,
at the Grant Contract Signing Ceremony for Grassroots Human Security Projects
19 February 2025
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- Your Excellency Mr. Khuong Sreng, Governor of Phnom Penh,
v — vy x 7 v
- Your Excellency Prof. Lou Lykheang, Director of Preah Ang Duong
Hospital,

- Your Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies, and gentlemen,

Good afternoon, and welcome to the Embassy of Japan. I am pleased to be
hosting this signing ceremony for the grant contracts being implemented through
KUSANONE, Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects, today.

Since 1991, the Government of Japan has been providing KUSANONE in
Cambodia in order to directly assist local authorities and NGOs who are
implementing projects. KUSANONE literally means “‘grassroots” in Japanese. In
the last 30 plus years, the Embassy of Japan has contributed to nearly 700 projects
across Cambodia through KUSANONE scheme. We are pleased that these
projects are directly contributing to an improvement in the quality of life of

Cambodian people at the grassroots level.

I would now like to introduce the outline of the projects that we have just
signed today.

For the first project, which will be implemented by the Phnom Penh
Capital Administration, the Government of Japan provides US$83,672 (eighty-
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three thousand, six hundred and seventy-two US dollars) to reutilize the smoke
ventilation truck that will be imported from Japan. It is expected that the smoke
ventilation truck, which is equipped with a large flow fan and blower device, will
help to protect over 2.8 million people’s lives and possessions from fire in Phnom
Penh by actively removing smoke from burning buildings. This vehicle was
originally used by the Fire and Disaster Management Agency attached to the
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications of Japan.

For the second project, which will also be implemented by the Phnom
Penh Capital Administration, the Government of Japan provides US$154,376
(one hundred and fifty-four thousand, three hundred and seventy-six US dollars)
to reutilize the rescue truck and the ladder truck operated in Japan. It is expected

that the 2 trucks will enable firefighters to tackle fires and carry out rescues in the
event of a fire in an 11-story high-rise building or other challenging and difficult
situations. These trucks will amplify the technical capacity of Phnom Penh’s
Firefighting Brigade.

For the third project, which will be implemented by the Preah Ang Duong
Hospital, the Government of Japan provides US$223,955 (two hundred and
twenty-three thousand, nine hundred and fifty-five US dollars) to fund the

installation of surgical equipment at Preah Ang Duong Hospital. The new
equipment is expected to contribute to an improvement in the quality of ear, nose,
and throat (ENT) surgery at the hospital, where approximately 14,000 patients are
diagnosed annually.



I am pleased to have observed Cambodia’s rapid development in recent years.
However, I also recognize that there are still various challenges to be addressed in
order to improve people’s quality of life. Japan will continue to contribute to

solving these challenges using various official development aid schemes,

including KUSANONE.
Last, but not least, I wish everyone present here today good health and
happiness and I also wish for the further development of the friendship between

Japan and Cambodia.

Thank you very much for your attention.



EMBASSY OF JAPAN
IN THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA

PRESS RELEASE
No. 10 PR-24/EoJ 19 February 2025
Japan Provides US$462,003

for Procurement of Japanese Fire Trucks
and Installation of Medical Equipment

The Government of Japan will provide US$462,003 in total for two recipient organizations
under the framework, the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects
(“KUSANONE”). The Grant Contracts were signed today between H.E. Mr. UENO Atsushi,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to the Kingdom of Cambodia, and the
representatives of the two recipients, to carry out the following projects.

1. ‘The Project for Procurement of Japanese Smoke Ventilation Truck in Phnom Penh’
(US$83,672)

Recipient: Phnom Penh Capital Administration

In this project, a smoke ventilation truck, which will be the first fire engine of this kind ever
used in Cambodia, will be deployed in Phnom Penh in order to improve firefighting capability.
This will help firefighters respond to fires including huge and large cases more quickly and

efficiently by implementing smoke ventilation from buildings at fire incident. This contribute
to the protection for over 2.8 million people’s lives and possessions in Phnom Penh from fire
incidents. The vehicle was provided by Fire and Disaster Management Agency (FDMA),
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications of Japan.

2. ‘The Project for the Procurement of Secondhand Fire Truck and Rescue Truck in Phnom
Penh’ (US$154,376)

Recipient: Phnom Penh Capital Administration

In this project, a rescue truck, which will be the first kind of truck ever used in Phnom Penh
and a ladder truck with a 40-meter ladder will be deployed in Phnom Penh in order to improve
rescue and firefighting capability. A rescue truck enables firefighters to respond to accidents
including specific situations save that make rescue activities difficult. A ladder truck will help
firefighters to improve the firefighting capacity to cope with variety of cases including at high
building. This improves safety for, and helps protect the properties of approximately 2.8 million
residents of Phnom Penh, as well as tourists and business travelers from around the world.




3. ‘The Project for the Installation of Medical Equipment at Preah Ang Duong Hospital in
Phnom Penh’ (US$223,955)

Recipient: Preah Ang Duong Hospital

This grant will be used to procure 3 kinds of medical equipment for ear, nose, and throat (ENT)
surgery (3 forceps, 1 set of drill and shaver, 1 set of endoscope camera and monitor) to improve
the quality of ENT surgery at Preah Ang Duong Hospital. It would enhance the efficiency and
productivity of medical doctors and nurses who take care of patients in this hospital. Through
the improved medical services, it is expected to benefit around 32,000 patients including 1,400
low income patients.

Japan’s “KUSANONE” Projects started in Cambodia in 1991 in order to support Cambodia’s
reconstruction and development at the grassroots level. The assistance aims to protect those
who are vulnerable due to various factors such as poverty and/or misfortunes that directly
threaten their lives, livelihood, and dignity, as well as to promote self-reliance of local
communities. Since 1991, the Government of Japan has provided over US$71 million for
mainly local authorities and non-governmental organizations to implement 700 KUSANONE
projects throughout Cambodia.

Embassy of Japan in the Kingdom of Cambodia
Tel: 023-217-161, fax: 023-214-330
Email: eco.jpn@pp.mofa.go.jp

Website: http://www.kh.emb-japan.co.jp
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