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Speech by Mr. TANINALI Ichitomo,
Chargés d'Affaires ad interim, Embassy of Japan in the Kingdom of Cambodia
at the Grant Contract Signing Ceremony

for Grassroots Human Security Projects
14 November 2023

- Mr. NHEN Kourn, Director, Oddar Meanchey Provincial Department of Water
Resources and Meteorology

- Mr. CHHAY Leaphea, Director, Kampong Chhnang Provincial Department of
Public Works and Transport

- Mr. PROM Chantha, Director, Stung Treng Provincial Department of Rural
Development

- Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Good afternoon. I am pleased to host a signing ceremony for grant contracts of
KUSANONE projects, or the Grassroots Human Security Projects, today.

Since 1991, in addition to large scale loan and grant aid projects, the Government of
Japan has been implementing KUSANONE projects in Cambodia in order to directly
support local authorities and NGOs to implement their projects. KUSANONE means
literally ““grassroots” in Japanese. In the last 30 plus years, the Embassy of Japan has
contributed to over 684 projects throughout Cambodia through this scheme. We are
pleased that these projects have been directly contributing to improving the quality of
life of Cambodian people at the grassroots level.

Today, I would like to introduce three projects signed as follows:

For the first project for Oddar Meanchey Provincial Department of Water Resources and
Meteorology, the Government of Japan provides US$119,424 (one hundred nineteen
thousand, four hundred and twenty-four US dollar) for rehabilitating irrigation facilities
in Oddar Meanchey Province. These facilities will contribute to not only securing
agricultural water supply but also improving residents’ standard of living and farmers’
incomes.

For the second project for Kampong Chhnang Provincial Department of Public Works
and Transport, the Government of Japan provides US$137,207 (one hundred thirty-
seven thousand, two hundred and seven US dollars) to replace the existing deteriorated




bridge with a new concrete bridge in Kampong Chhnang Province. It is expected to
benefit about 10,000 local residents by allowing safe commutes and transportation of
agricultural products throughout the year.

For the third project for Stung Treng Provincial Department of Rural Development,
the Government of Japan provides US$168,276 (one hundred sixty-eight thousand,
two hundred and seventy-six US dollars) to build a new concrete bridge in Stung
Treng Province. This bridge will contribute to facilitating transportation of agricultural
goods and securing a safe path to the nearest school, market and health center.

[ am pleased to observe that Cambodia has been rapidly developing recently.
However, I also recognize that there are still various challenges to be addressed to
improve quality of life. Japan will continue to contribute to solving these challenges
using various economic and development cooperation schemes including KUSANONE.

Thank you for attending this signing ceremony. I wish you all present here today
good health and happiness and further development of the friendship between Japan and
Cambodia.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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Japan Provides US$424.907
for Irrigation Facility Rehabilitation and Construction of Bridges

The Government of Japan will provide US$424,907 in total for three recipient organizations
under the framework, the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects
(“KUSANONE?”). The Grant Contracts were signed today between Mr. TANINAI Ichitomo,
Chargés d'Affaires ad interim, Embassy of Japan in the Kingdom of Cambodia, and the
representatives of three recipients respectively, to carry out the following projects.

1. ‘The Project for Rehabilitation of Thnorldach Irrigation Facilities in Oddar Meanchey
Province’ (US$119.424)

Recipient: Oddar Meanchey Provincial Department of Water Resources and Meteorology

This grant will be used to rehabilitate the existing irrigation facilities with declined reservoir
functions. This area is drought-prone during the dry season because the facilities cannot store
an adequate amount of water during the rainy season. Moreover, due to the insufficient water
storage capacity, this area is often affected by floods. The road connecting the facilities to the
resident area is in poor condition and puts an heavy burden on farmers. It is expected to benefit
over 1,000 local residents by ameliorating the irrigation facilities so that agricultural water will
be secured and supplied in a stable manner throughout the year. In addition, improvement of
residents’ standard of living and incomes is anticipated as a result of an increased amount of

rice produced in this area.

2. ‘The Project for Construction of Bridge in Kampong Leaeng District, Kampong Chhnang
Province’ (US$137.207)
Recipient: Kampong Chhnang Provincial Department of Public Works and Transport

This grant will be used to replace the existing deteriorated bridge with a new concrete bridge.
Despite the increasing number of local residents commuting to school and work every day, the
old bridge has several holes and wires sticking out which threaten the safety of users.

Furthermore, cars and emergency vehicles are not allowed to cross the bridge because it may



not be able to bear the weight and can collapse. It is expected to benefit about 10,000 local
residents by allowing safe daily commutes. In addition, by enabling transportation of

agricultural products, the increase in local population’s incomes is anticipated.

3. ‘The Project for the Construction of a Bridge in Ou Mras Commune, Siem Bouk District,
Stung Treng Province’ (US$168.276)

Recipient: Stung Treng Provincial Department of Rural Development

This grant will be used to replace the existing fragile wooden bridge with a new concrete bridge.
While many local residents regularly cross the bridge to go to school, work and hospital as well
as to carry agricultural products, the bridge is damaged and unsafe especially for children and
the elderly. Moreover, because the number of heavy vehicles is expected to increase, existing
bridge may not be able to endure and consequently it may collapse. It is expected to benefit
around 2,800 residents in 4 villages by securing a safe path to the nearest school, market and
health center throughout the year. The construction of a new bridge will also facilitate
transportation of agricultural products, and therefore improved standard of living of the

residents and increased agricultural incomes are anticipated.

Japan’s “KUSANONE” Projects started in Cambodia in 1991 in order to support
Cambodia’s reconstruction and development at the grassroots level. The assistance aims to
protect those who are vulnerable due to various factors such as poverty and/or misfortunes that
directly threaten their lives, livelihood, and dignity, as well as to promote self-reliance of local
communities. Since 1991, the Government of Japan has provided over US$68 million for
mainly local authorities and non-governmental organizations to implement 684 KUSANONE

projects throughout Cambodia.

Embassy of Japan in the Kingdom of Cambodia
Tel: 023-217-161
Email: eco.jpn@pp.mofa.go.jp

Website: http.//www.kh.emb-japan.go.jp
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