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Embassy of Japan
in the Kingdom of Cambodia

Press Release
No. 28 PR-20/E0)]
5 June 2020

Exchange of Notes for Japan ODA Grant Aid

In response to a request from the Royal Government of Cambodia and with a
view to strengthening friendly and cooperative relations between Japan and the
Kingdom of Cambodia, the Government of Japan has decided to extend its ODA Grant
Aid up to the amount of ¥ 4,501,000,000 approximately around USD 41 million for the
following 3 projects:
1. ¥ 2,153,000,000 the “Project for Improvement of Referral Hospitals in Siem
Reap Province”,;

2. ¥ 348,000,000 for the “Project for Human Resource Development
Scholarship”; and

3. ¥2,000,000,000 for the “Economic and Social Development Programme”.

Notes to these projects were exchanged between H.E. Mr. PRAK Sokhonn,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation,
and H.E. Mr. MIKAMI Masahiro, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
Japan to the Kingdom of Cambodia on 5 June 2020 at 15:30 at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and International Cooperation.

1. The Project for Improvement of Referral Hospitals in Siem Reap Province

Siem Reap Provincial Hospital is a main hospital in northern Cambodia which
receives patients, particularly the patients of traffic accidents, of Siem Reap and
surrounding provinces. In addition, the lack of equipment and human resources in local
health centers in Siem Reap Province cause the patients who should be treated in health
centers seek treatment in the provincial hospital, which results in an overwhelming
number of patients. However, due to the deterioration of the facilities constructed in the
1970s and the lack of equipment, it has not been able to provide adequate medical
services.

This project aims to improve the facilities and equipment of Siem Reap
Provincial Hospital and 4 district referral hospitals in the province, which results in
increasing the annual number of operations at Siem Reap Provincial Hospital from
3,306 in 2018 to 4,732 in 2026 upon completion of the 3-year project. It is expected to
strengthen the health system and improve access to basic health and medical services in
Siem Reap.




2. The Project for Human Resource Development Scholarship

In Cambodia, many talented human resources had been lost due to the civil war
that continued for about 20 years since the 1970s, and because of the insufficiency of
higher education institutions, the development of high-quality human resources is an
urgent issue. Therefore, Japan is supporting Cambodia in further strengthening its
economic and social infrastructure, and as part of this cooperation, we help Cambodia's
young government officials to receive degrees (master’s/doctor’s degree) from graduate
schools in Japan.

Through this cooperation, a maximum of 26 Cambodian young government
officials will be able to study at universities in Japan. It is expected that the human
resources under this cooperation will contribute to the future development of Cambodia
in each field, and also to the mutual understanding and the building of friendly relations
between Japan and Cambodia.

3. The Economic and Social Development Programme: the support to prevent the
spread of COVID-19 through the provision of medical equipment

In today’s globalized world, the spread of COVID-19 is a major threat to the
economy and society of all countries including Japan. The entire international
community must work together against COVID-19.

While the Royal Government of Cambodia is managing the difficult situation in
Cambodia, there is a possibility that COVID-19 will start to spread again domestically
and regionally due to the vulnerable health system in the country. In order to respond to
this crisis, it is important to strengthen the health system to cope with infectious diseases.

In this project, medical equipment such as ambulances, ICU beds etc. will be
provided to Cambodia and it is expected to contribute to the prevention of the spread of
COVID-19 by strengthening the health systems in the country.

Japan will continue to support the countries with vulnerable health systems in
collaboration with the international community in order to contain COVID-19 as early
as possible.

Embassy of Japan in the Kingdom of Cambodia, Tel: 023 217 161, Fax: 023 216 162
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Speech by H.E. Mr. MIKAMI Masahiro,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to the
Kingdom of Cambodia at the Grant Signing Ceremony for 3 Projects
June 5, 2020

Your Excellency Mr. PRAK Sokhonn, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation,
- Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Chomreap Suo. It is a great pleasure for me to attend this signing
ceremony today for three grant contracts.

| would like to express my appreciation for the attendance of Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation, Your Excellency Mr. PRAK Sokhonn.

The first project is the “Project for Improvement of Referral Hospitals in
Siem Reap Province”. For this project, the Government of Japan will provide
approximately 19.6 million US dollars for the construction of facilities and
the installation of medical equipment. This project is expected to strengthen
the health care system in Siem Reap province and neighbouring areas. |
sincerely hope that this project will help many local people and will
strengthen the local capacity in dealing with public health emergencies, such
as outbreak of infectious diseases including COVID-19.

The second project is the “Project for Human Resource Development
Scholarship”, known as JDS. For this project, the Government of Japan will
provide approximately 3.2 million US dollars to fund opportunities for
young Cambodian government officials to study at graduate schools in Japan.
Since 2001, more than four hundred Cambodian government officials have
studied in Japan under this project, and | believe that it has greatly
contributed to the development of the human resources of Cambodia. | hope
that the alumni of this project will continue to play an important role in the
further development of Cambodia as well as in strengthening the friendship
between our two nations.

The third project is the “Economic and Social Development Programme”.
For this project, the Government of Japan will provide approximately 18.2
million US dollars. This project will fund the preparation of ambulances,
ICU beds and other medical equipment that will be primarily used to deal



with challenges related to COVID-19. | believe that this programme will
strengthen Cambodia’s capacity to cope with infectious diseases including
COVID-19.

At present, the world is facing the unprecedented threat of COVID-19
and international cooperation is of vital importance. This contagious virus is
also the threat for people’s life and individual dignities, putting a serious
influence on the socio-economy. We must recognize this situation as a
“human security crisis”

In order to respond to this crisis, it is indispensable to strengthen the health
system to cope with infectious diseases from a medium- to long-term
perspective, as well as to take measures to protect lives and minimize socio-
economic impacts. In particular, it is important to have an inclusive response
based on the concept of human security, focusing on the protection and
empowerment of each person so that we can ensure that no one, including
the most vulnerable people, is left behind.

Until today, Japan has been leading international efforts to realize the
Universal Health Coverage. Taking into consideration that COVID-19 is
affecting the countries where health systems are vulnerable, | would like to
once again emphasize the importance of strengthening the health system in
every country, not only symptomatic measures. Our commitment is based on
this idea and needs of Cambodia.

In today’s globalized world, the entire international community must
work together against COVID-19. While highly appreciating the efforts of
the Royal Government of Cambodia, which has been managing the difficult
situation well, | sincerely hope that we can continue to cooperate to
overcome our common challenges ahead. | promise that Japan will continue
to move forward in collaboration with Cambodia

Finally, I wish everyone here today good health and happiness and | also
wish for further development in the friendship between Japan and Cambodia.

Thank you very much.
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