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EMBASSY OF JAPAN
IN THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA

PRESS RELEASE

No.26 PR-20/EoJ 20 March 2020

Japan Provides US$312,417
for Constructing Health Facilities,
Rehabilitating Irrigation and
Installing equipment of manufacturing
assistive devices for people with disabilities

The Government of Japan has agreed to provide US$312,417 in total for four recipient
organisations under the framework, the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects
(“KUSANONE” Grant). The Grant Contracts were signed today between H.E. Mr. MIKAMI
Masahiro, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to the Kingdom of Cambodia,
and the representatives of the two recipients respectively, to carry out the following projects.

1. ‘The Project for Constructing Maternity Ward at Kampong Lapov Health Center in Battambang
Province (US$85.799)

Recipient: Battambang Provincial Department of Health

In this project, a maternity ward will be constructed at Kampong Lapov Health Center in
Battambang Province. Currently, pregnant women in the project areas are not able to stay at the
health center before and after their delivery due to the lack of safe places. This project will ensure
the safer and more appropriate delivery environment. It is expected that more than 100 pregrant
women will access to improved maternity services annually.

2. ‘The Project for Constructing Lbang Muoy Health Center in Ratanakiri Province’ (US$90.518)
Recipient: Ratanakiri Provincial Department of Health

In this project, one health center building, which would include 10 health service rooms, will be
constructed at Lbang Muoy Health Center in Ratanakiri Province. There are only 3 rooms at the
health center and their medical services are limited at the moment. Through this project,
approximately 3,500 people in the covered area will have an access to better medical services and



the health center will supply quality medical services with their patients.
3. ‘The Project for Rehabilitating Ponhea Leang Irrigation in Prey Veng Province’ (US$88.370)

Recipient: Prey Veng Provincial Department of Water Resources and Meteorology

In this project, an existing secondary canal will be rehabilitated, in addition, three crossing
structures and four drainage structures will be newly constructed in Angkor Commune, Prah Sdach
District, Prey Veng Province. This project will ensure the efficient water supply for rice fields and
expand the irrigated agricultural land. It is expected to benefit more than 1,000 local residents from
increasing of rice crop production, and the rehabilitated dam will contribute to transporting
agricultural crops easily in the project area.

4. ‘The Project for Installing Equipment at AAR WCD to improve accessibility of people with
physical disabilities in Cambodia’ (US$47.730)
Recipient: Association For Aid and Relief, Wheel Chair for Development (AAR WCD)

In this project, equipment of manufacturing assistive devices for people with disabilities will be

installed at AAR WCD in order to improve their manufacturing capacities. AAR WCD has been
supporting physical disabled people, especially who are in vulnerability situations to supply the
assistive devices. Through this project, more than 700 people will benefit from this project and it

will contribute to improve their living standard.

Japan’s “KUSANONE" Projects started in Cambodia in 1991 in order to support Cambodia’s
reconstruction and development at the grassroots level. The assistance aims to protect those who
are vulnerable due to various factors such as poverty and/or misfortunes that directly threaten their
lives, livelihood, and dignity, as well as to promote self-reliance of local communities. Since 1991,
the Government of Japan has provided over US$60 million for mainly local authorities and non-
governmental organizations to implement 632 KUSANONE projects throughout Cambodia.

Embassy of Japan in the Kingdom of Cambodia
Tel: 023-217-161, fax: 023-214-330

Email: eco.jpn@.pp.mofa.go.jp
Website: http://www.kh.emb-japan.go.jp
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Speech by H.E. Mr. MIKAMI Masahiro,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to the Kingdom of Cambodia
at the Grant Contract Signing Ceremony for Grassroots Human Security Projects
20th March, 2020

- Mr. YEAP Malyno, Director of Welfare of Person with Disability Department, Ministry of Social
Affairs, Veteran and Youth Rehabilitation,

- Dr. VOEURNG Bunreth, Director, Battambang Provincial Department of Health,

- Dr. UNG Ratana, Director, Ratanakiri Provincial Department of Health,

- Mr. CHUM Sophy, Director, Prey Veng Provincial Department of Water Resources and Meteorology,

- Mr. MEY Samith, Board Director, Association For Aid and Relief, Wheel Chair for Development,

-  Mr. SAR Sophano, Executive Director, Association For Aid and Relief, Wheel Chair for
Development,

- Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Good morning, everyone. I am pleased to hold a signing ceremony for grant contracts of the Grassroots
Human Security Projects, KUSANONE, today.

In addition to large scale loan and grant projects, the Government of Japan has been implementing
KUSANONE program in Cambodia since 1991 in order to help directly local authorities and NGOs
implementing their projects. KUSANONE means literally “grassroots” in Japanese. So far, the Embassy of
Japan in Cambodia has contributed to over 600 projects through KUSANONE Grants. We are pleased that
these projects have been directly contributing to improving the quality of life of Cambodian people at the

grassroots level. From here, allow me to ask the interpreter to translate my speech.

Today, I would like to introduce each project signed as follows:

In the first project for Battambang Provincial Department of Health, the Government of Japan provides
approximately US$86,000 for constructing a maternity ward at Kampong Lapov Health Center in
Battambang Province. This project aims to ensure a safer and more appropriate delivery environment for
both pregnant women and their infants. It is expected that more than 100 pregnant women will have access

to improved maternity services annually.

In the second project for Ratanakiri Provincial Department of Health, the Government of Japan provides

approximately US$91,000 for constructing one health center building at Lbang Muoy Health Center in
Ratanakiri Province. It is expected that approximately 3,500 local residents will have access to better

medical services and the health facilities will be improved.

In the third project for Prey Veng Provincial Department of Water Resources and Meteorology, the Government of

Japan provides about US$89,000 for rehabilitating irrigation in Angkor Reach Commune, Prah Sdach District, Prey



Veng Province. This project will ensure the efficient water supply for rice fields and expand the irrigated
agricultural land. It is expected to benefit more than 1,000 local residents by increasing rice crop production

and the rehabilitated dam will contribute to transporting agricultural crops easily in the project area.

In the fourth project for Association For Aid and Relief, Wheel Chair for Development, the Government of

Japan provides approximately US$48,000 for installing equipment to improve accessibility of people with
physically disabilities in whole Cambodia. This project aims to ensure proper assistive devices distribution
for physical disabled people. As a result, more than 700 people with disabilities will benefit from this

project. I sincerely hope that this will lead to the improvement of their living standard.

I am pleased to note that Cambodia has been rapidly developing recently. However, I also recognize
that there are still various challenges to be addressed to improve people’s quality of life. Japan will continue
to contribute to solving these challenges using various economic and development cooperation schemes
including KUSANONE.

Thank you for attending this signing ceremony. I wish you all present here today good health and

happiness and further development of the friendship between Japan and Cambodia.

Thank you very much.



