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Good Morning, everyone. | am MIKAMI Masahiro, Ambassador of Japan in
Cambodia. | have just started to learn Khmer, so | will ask the interpreter translating my
speech.

It is a great pleasure for me to attend today’s inauguration ceremony here at Bor Knong
Community Preschool in Kampot Province, in the presence of H.E. Dr. HANG CHUON
NARONG, Minister of Education, Youth and Sport, to celebrate the completion of the
construction of twelve preschool facilities.

Planete Enfants and Developpment has constructed ten preschool buildings. Out of ten
buildings, eight buildings with ten classrooms were funded through Japanese Grant
Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects, or KUSANONE Grant. The
Government of Japan has been implementing KUSANONE program in Cambodia since
1991 in order to help NGOs and the local governments implement their activities. The
Embassy of Japan in Cambodia has contributed to over 600 grass-root projects through
KUSANONE Grants.

Planete Enfants and Developpment has been working in Cambodia for more than 30
years to improve the environment of Cambodian children in need. Since 2016, they have
focused on activities such as setting up community preschools, training teachers and
raising awareness on the importance of care for young children among local people to
expand access to early childhood education.

By our project, eight preschool buildings with ten classrooms were constructed in two
districts in Kampot province and furthermore, facilities such as two-room toilets, hand-
washing places and playgrounds were provided. Today | am pleased to see one of the new
preschool buildings and facilities here. More than 350 children will now have access to
high quality early childhood education and | believe that it will contribute to better futures
for children in the surrounding area.

I sincerely hope that the children and teachers, as well as the people from
communities, will cherish these gifts and use it effectively over a long period of time.

Finally, 1 would like to express my sincere appreciation to all the people who have
dedicated their time and energy for the smooth implementation of this project.

| wish you all present here today good health and happiness and further development
of the friendship between Japan and Cambodia.

Thank you very much,
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