Speech by H.E. Mr. MIKAMI Masahiro,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan,
At the Inauguration Ceremony of
The Project for Constructing Marist Solidarity Cambodia Community Village
in Kandal Province
215t November 2019

- Venerable monks,

- His Excellency Mr. Em Chanmakara, Secretary General of the Disability Action
Council, Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation,

- Br. Peter Carroll, Leader of the Marist Brothers and President of Marist Solidarity
Cambodia,

- Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Hello, everyone. I am MIKAMI Masahiro, ambassador of Japanese embassy in
Cambodia. | have just started to learn Khmer, so | will ask the interpreter translating my
speech.

It is my pleasure to attend today’s inauguration ceremony in the presence of His
Excellency Mr. Em Chanmakara, Secretary General of the Disability Action Council,
Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans and Youth Rehabilitation, to celebrate the completion
of the construction of Marist Solidarity Cambodia Community Village.

Marist Solidarity Cambodia has been supporting children and youth with disabilities
for long time. Not only providing education, dormitories, or scholarships, but also
supporting their job assistance through vocational training such as computing and English
class. Those activities contribute to enhancing opportunities to access better education and
jobs for the children and youth.

Today, | am pleased to see the new community village. The part of the pathway and
the IT classroom were constructed through Japanese Grant Assistance for Grassroots
Human Security Projects, KUSANONE Grant. The barrier-free pathway with roof
provides smooth passage between the school side and the community village for the
staff, the students and young people, especially those who use wheelchairs. The IT class
room will also contribute to the better quality of classes or training with improved
environment.

| sincerely hope that the new pathway and the classroom will be maintained properly
and utilized effectively so that students and young people will be able to access better
education over a long period of time.

Finally, 1 would like to express my sincere appreciation to all of the people who have
contributed to the smooth implementation of the project.



| wish you all present here today good health and happiness and further development
of the friendship between Japan and Cambodia.

Thank you very much,
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