Speech by Mr. HIGUCHI Y oshihiro,
Minister/Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of Japan in Cambodia
At the Inauguration Ceremony
for the Project of Constructing Drainage System
in Preah Vihear Town, Preah Vihear Province
on March 11", 2014

H.E. Mr. Oum Mara, Governor of Preah Vihear Province,
Mr. Sam Leang Try, Director of Preah Vihear Provincial
Department of Publib Work and Transport,

Venerable Monks,
Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honor for me to attend today’s inauguration ceremony for
the project of constructing drainage system in Preah Vihear Town, Preah Vihear
Province, with the high presence of H.E. Mr. Oum Mara, Governor of Preah
Vihear Province.

First of al, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to all the people
who have contributed to the preparation and implementation of this project, and
our special appreciation goes to the Preah Vihear Provincial Department of
Public Work and Transport for taking an active initiative for this project and
organizing this great ceremony today.

It is also my great pleasure to visit Preah Vihear Province for the first
time and the delegation of the Japanese Embassy is on mission to conduct
general studies on the situation of the province. In particular, We visited the
Preah Vihear Temple this morning and | was very much impressed by the
magnificent beauty of this UNESCO World Heritage. | sincerely hope that this
province, which is one of the most remote provinces in Cambodia, will succeed
in reducing poverty and develop in a sustainable fashion by tapping various
resources it owns.

This project, which amounts to $105,422, aims to aleviate damages
caused by annual flooding during the rainy season. The project is to rehabilitate
900m of drainpipes with 36 manholes in Kampong Pronak Commune, Preah
Vihear provincia capital. With this project, over 10,000 people will benefit
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from safety and sanitary environment and enjoy an easier access to the important
facilities such as hospitals, provincial hall, market and so on which exist along
these drainpipes.

Due to the mitigated flood levels, It is expected that local residents will no
longer face difficulties of transportation. For example, grand-mothers and
grand-fathers will be able to easily walk and cross roads. Mothers and fathers
will be able to easily go their farms and bring their children to schools. Y ounger
people will be able to easily drive motorcycles and bicycles.

In addition, the drainage system will not only improve the safety
environment in Preah Vihear, but also enhance the town’s hygiene and prevent
the spread of communicable diseases. However, in order to secure the effective
function of the system, the facility requires proper maintenance to avoid the
clogging of rubbish and mud. | sincerely hope that the residents in the area will
cooperate to properly maintain the facility.

To conclude my remarks, | sincerely hope that the drainage system, a
symbol of warm friendship from the government of Japan and Japanese people,
will effectively function and help reduce the burden of the local residents, and
thus, the cordial and friendly relations existing between the Japanese and
Cambodian people will be further strengthened.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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